Environmental

Education
Programs

Helping the classroow teacher
meet state standards
usitng a “hands on” approach!

A free service offered to you by the

Tuscarawas County Soil and Water Conservation office.

Tuscarawas Soil & Water Conservation

Norma Johnson Center Office
85 East Iron Avenue
Dover, OH 44622
Phone: 330-339-7976
Fax: 330-602.8369

Check us out on the web!
tuscsoil.com
normajohnsoncenter.com

Contact Marsha Zoller

Norma Johnson Center g ‘g";

The Norma Johnson Center provides the community with

an excellent teaching tool just around the corner at no cost. We are open
dawn to dusk year round. Our property offers trails in open fields and
wooded areas. A picnic shelter, wetland, duck blind, and suspension bridge
are a few highlights. We provide several educational opportunities with
active student participation. Educators enjoy the option of the non-point
source pollution land labs, hiking trails and interpretive walks. Students
will learn more about wildlife, habitats, trees, plants, and the benefits of
wetlands. The SWCD education models can also be utilized at the center
during your visit.

The NJC is located just three miles west of Dover along SR 39 and CR 139.
If you are wanting to visit the Center with the assistance of a staff person
please call 330-339-7976 to make a reservation. When making reservations
please call four weeks ahead of time. Groups are welcome to utilize the
Center without the assistance of a staff member as well. As a courtesy we
would like to be informed prior to your arrival in case another group has
already made a reservation for that day.

The NJC Ls opew to the comumunity free of charge for
recreation, Learning, enjoyment, and relaxation.

Open year round from dawn until dusk.

Do You have a topic in mind and looking for
assistance? Give us a call and we will help you
plan your next lesson. We have too ma nwy
resources available to mention.
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Videos and books full of information and activities concerning nat-
ural resources are available in the Tuscarawas SWCD Lending Library.
Terrific ideas for K-12 from EarthArt to Science Fair Projects. A full
list is available at the office or stop in and make your selection.

Tuscarawas SWCD prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis
of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual
orientation, and marital or family status.
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More Program Offerings
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Grades: PreK —Adult Time: Minimum of 45 mmutes
Butterflies are amazing creatures to study. The Monarch 4
butterfly is popular due to their migration to their win-
tering site. Students will step into the world of a mon- o
archs lifecycle and travels by reading “Gotta Go, Gotta Go” by Sam
Swope . Staff will also show a power point or pictures that will highlight
the monarchs lifecycle along with other native Ohio butterflies. An audi-
ence member will assist staff by being dressed like a butterfly while talk-
ing about the butterflies body parts and purposes. A program that works
for all ages and all types of programs. Caterpillars are available for pur-
chase if the season is right.
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Grades: PreK —Adult Time: Minimum of 30 minutes
Many of our programs can be done in front of large groups using our
power point presentations, visuals, hands on activities and crowd pleasing
demonstrations. We can even break up programming into stations and
rotate to each one. Some programs that would qualify for larger groups
would be Ohio Native Animals, Frogs and Toads, Dress A Bat, Dress a
Butterfly. If you have a topic and would like us to create a program that
would meet your needs please call the office and talk to our staff.
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330-339-7976
Any questions? Please call the SWCD office.
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Grades: Y- RA¢fAGYSNY A YdzY on YAydziSaszs Gl oftS
A presentation on non-point source pollution (pollution of undetermined origin that
contaminates our waterways). The Enviroscape is a 3-D model capable of visually
teaching the concept of watersheds and clearly shows the impact of non-point source
pollution on the environment. The Enviroscape helps students understand the basic
concepts of runoff, the effect on our waters, the causes, effects, and prevention meth-
ods of water pollution. Works best in groups of 25 or less. q
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Grades: o] Rdzf {
Have you ever wondered how water comes into our home and where it goes after we
use it. The Wastewater Treatment model demonstrates clean water transport as well
as the treatment of wastewater and how it then goes back into our environment.
(AU - A0 %l OEOI OAADPA

Grades: 0-M H Time: Minimum 30 minutes, table needed ]
What happens to our environment when a truck carrying hazardous materials turns
over on the highway? How should these messes be cleaned up? What is the proper
way to construct a landfill and is there any use for the land when its full? These
along with any other concerns connected to hazardous materials can be demonstrated
and corrected on our 3-D model with the help of the participants involved in the ac-
tivity. This lesson also includes watershed and runoff concepts.
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Grades: 4-12 Time: Minimum 30 minutes, table needed
The main source of most of our drinking water consist of underground aquifers. This
amazing teaching model clearly shows how pollutants from landfills and surface ex-
posure affects not only the water we drink, but surface water as well.
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Grades: K-5 Time: Minimum 30 minutes N
Is soil important? “Dirt Made My Lunch” will allow students time to explore this

question. The three soil particles (clay, silt, sand) will be identified, explore “Worm
Alley”, check out a worms habitat. Younger students will discover the importance of

soil through a story. Live worms and other activities complete this lesson.
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Grades: PreK-Adult Time: Minimum 30 minutes
Can you tell the difference between a frog and a toad? Can you get warts from a
toads pee? What do I hear late at night is it an animal or one of these amphibians?

Using our resident frog and toads staff will explore the Ohio populations and behav-
iors and characteristics of our friends.

Presentations for Classrooms, Youth Programs, Public Awareness and Organizatiol
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Grades: PreK-Adult Time: Minimum 30 minutes
Explore the wonderful world of macro-invertebrates in a bucket or a stream/pond .
near your school. Using charts, dip nets and observation tanks students will sample
the water and explore the critters who live under the water surface.
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Have you ever wondered how insects defend themselves? It is pretty amazing stuff!
Staff will read the book “Bug butts” by Dawn Cusick to learn about many methods
insects use to protect themselves from predators. Afterwards, students will use cotton
balls and spoons to fling their fras like the caterpillars and measure the distance. Blow
bubbles with a straw to see what it takes to be a spittle bug to keep cool while they hide

as a nymph.

DA A

O$0A00 A " A0S

Grades: PreK —Adult Time: Minimum of 30 minutes

Bats are possibly the most misunderstood creature of the night. Our bat trunk and power
point introduces students to Ohio bat species, habitat, behavior, benefits, truth and myths
about bats, threats to bats and what to do if a person comes in contact with a live bat.
Staff will also dress an audience member while explaining the characteristics of a bat.
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Grades: 4-12 Time: Minimum of 40 minutes ="
Due to the weight involved with this model, extra time will be needed for set-up and
clean-up. We ask that this presentation takes place on the main floor or outdoors.
Students will want to get involved when they see the streamulator in action. This model
provides an opportunity to show stream channelization, erosion, flood plains, and how a
delta is formed. “To-scale” buildings, trees, bedrock, and bridges and encourages
creating many land use situations. The streamulator supports science proficiency test
outcomes directed toward identifying characteristics in rock and soil and analyzing
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human impact on our environment.
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Grades: 3-6 Time: Minimum of 30 minutes

A “hands-on” study about rocks! Students actively participate within groups icarning
about rock layers, colors, textures, and how they weather. The final activity is making
“Rock ‘N Shakes”! Designed to align with the 3rd and 6th grade indicators for science

standards.
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e chip cookies and using play dough to demonstrate the
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rock cycle stages students will grasp the concept of the rock cycle. Rock samples of
each stage will be available for students to handle €y
S
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Grades: PreK-Adult Time: Minimum of 30 minutes

Using our trunk full of Ohio animal pelts and props staff will explain the difference

between non native and native, the animal itself and its behavior along with Ohio Wild

life history. Depending upon group and size a game of jeopardy can be played to relay

this information. The Dress a Beaver activity is available during this program. A

wildlife puppet show is also available for younger ages. i
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Classroom presentations have no charge!

Frequently Asked Questions
AnswerYES!to all the questions listed below.

3 Can the SWCD staff to come to my classroom
more than once a year?

3 Can daylong sessions be schedule to include sever-
al classes?

3 Can programs be schedule to allow more than one
day?

3 Will all programs be free?

3 Ifsufficient time is given, may I special order a
specific presentation that may not already be pre-
pared?

3 May I join in during presentations when certain
elements directly relate to the classroom curricu-
lum?

8 IfI have questions, may I call the SWCD office for
answers?

3 Can our class come to the Norma Johnson Center
and receive free programming?

3 Can the education models be made available at the
NJC and in the classroom?

8 May I borrow the models and present the infor-
mation to my class?

Our office can provide teachers with correlated
soil and water conservation activities that meet
Ohio’s Science Content Standards. These activi-
ties can be done by you or with the aide of a
SWCD employee.

Are you interested in a Project Learning Tree,

Project Wet or Project Wild workshop?
Participants will receive books with lessons in them to take
back to the classroom and put concepts learned to use. All
subjects are represented. Check out the following website
to search for Project, Project WILD and Project Learning
Tree activities correlated to the Ohio Science Academic
Content Standards: http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/education/
correlations/.
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